
Memory and Space in Postwar Arab Cities:
Exploring Place, Identity, and Resistance

The postwar period in Arab cities has been marked by rapid urbanization,
population growth, and political and social change. These factors have
significantly impacted the urban fabric and the ways in which people
experience and interact with their cities. In recent years, scholars have
increasingly turned their attention to the role of memory and space in
shaping the identities and experiences of urban residents in postwar Arab
cities. A particularly important work in this field is Memory and Space in
Postwar Arab City by Jamal and Rania Daniel. This book offers a rich and
insightful exploration of the complex relationship between memory, space,
and identity in postwar Beirut and Amman.
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Memory and the City

Memory plays a crucial role in shaping our understanding of the city. It
allows us to connect with the past and to make sense of the present. In
postwar Arab cities, memory is particularly important as it helps residents to
cope with the trauma of war and displacement. Daniel and Daniel argue
that memory is not simply a passive process of recalling the past, but rather
an active and creative process that is constantly being shaped by the
present.

One of the ways in which memory is shaped by the present is through the
process of spatialization. Spatialization is the process by which memories
are linked to specific places. This can be seen in the way that people often
remember events by associating them with particular locations. For
example, someone might remember a childhood experience by recalling
the house where it took place.
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In postwar Arab cities, the process of spatialization is particularly important
as it helps residents to connect with their past and to make sense of the
present. By linking memories to specific places, residents can create a
sense of continuity and belonging in a city that has been transformed by
war.

Space and Identity

Space is not simply a neutral backdrop for human activity. It is also a
powerful force that can shape our identities and experiences. This is
particularly true in postwar Arab cities, where the urban fabric has been
significantly altered by war and displacement.

Daniel and Daniel argue that space can be a source of both empowerment
and disempowerment. On the one hand, space can provide a sense of
belonging and security. On the other hand, space can also be a source of
exclusion and marginalization.

In postwar Arab cities, the distribution of space is often closely tied to social
and political power. Those with power often have access to the most
desirable spaces, while those without power are often relegated to the
margins. This can lead to a sense of alienation and disconnection for those
who are excluded from the city's most vibrant and well-resourced spaces.

Resistance and the City

Despite the challenges posed by war and displacement, residents of
postwar Arab cities have found ways to resist and to create new forms of
community and belonging. One of the most important ways that residents
have resisted is through the use of public space.



Public space is a vital part of any city. It is a place where people can meet,
socialize, and exchange ideas. In postwar Arab cities, public space has
been a particularly important site of resistance.

By occupying public space, residents have been able to challenge the
authority of the state and to create new forms of community and belonging.
Public space has also been a place where residents have been able to
express their grievances and to demand social and political change.

Memory and Space in Postwar Arab City is a groundbreaking work that
offers a rich and insightful exploration of the complex relationship between
memory, space, and identity in postwar Beirut and Amman. Daniel and
Daniel's work is essential reading for anyone interested in understanding
the challenges and opportunities facing Arab cities in the twenty-first
century.
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