
Progressive Prosecution: Race and Reform in
Criminal Justice
The progressive prosecutor movement is a growing force in American
criminal justice. Progressive prosecutors are committed to reforming the
criminal justice system to make it more fair and just, especially for people of
color. They believe that the system is currently stacked against people of
color, and they are working to change that.
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Progressive prosecutors have a number of goals, including:

Reducing mass incarceration

Ending racial disparities in the criminal justice system

Reforming the bail system

Holding police officers accountable for misconduct
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Investing in crime prevention and rehabilitation programs

Progressive prosecutors have made some progress in achieving their
goals. For example, they have helped to reduce mass incarceration rates in
some jurisdictions. They have also worked to end racial disparities in the
criminal justice system, such as by reducing the number of people of color
who are arrested and jailed. Additionally, they have helped to reform the
bail system, making it more fair for people who are accused of crimes.

However, progressive prosecutors also face a number of challenges. They
are often opposed by law enforcement and politicians who believe that they
are too lenient on crime. Additionally, they are often underfunded and lack
the resources to implement their reforms.

Despite these challenges, progressive prosecutors are making a difference
in the criminal justice system. They are working to make the system more
fair and just for all, especially for people of color. Their work is essential to
creating a more just society.

The History of Progressive Prosecution

The progressive prosecutor movement has its roots in the civil rights
movement of the 1950s and 1960s. During this time, activists fought to end
segregation and discrimination against people of color. They also worked to
reform the criminal justice system, which they saw as a tool of oppression
against black and brown communities.

In the 1970s, a new generation of prosecutors emerged who were
committed to reforming the criminal justice system from within. These
prosecutors, known as progressive prosecutors, believed that the system



was unfair and unjust, especially for people of color. They began to
implement reforms, such as reducing plea bargaining, dismissing low-level
offenses, and investing in crime prevention programs.

The progressive prosecutor movement gained momentum in the 1990s and
2000s. During this time, a number of high-profile cases drew attention to
the racial disparities in the criminal justice system. These cases, such as
the Rodney King beating and the O.J. Simpson trial, helped to galvanize
support for progressive prosecutors.

Today, the progressive prosecutor movement is a growing force in
American criminal justice. Progressive prosecutors are elected in cities and
counties across the country. They are working to make the criminal justice
system more fair and just for all, especially for people of color.

The Successes of Progressive Prosecution

Progressive prosecutors have made a number of successes in reforming
the criminal justice system. For example, they have helped to reduce mass
incarceration rates in some jurisdictions. According to the Sentencing
Project, the number of people incarcerated in the United States has
declined by 13% since 2008. This decline is due in part to the work of
progressive prosecutors, who have implemented reforms such as reducing
plea bargaining and dismissing low-level offenses.

Progressive prosecutors have also worked to end racial disparities in the
criminal justice system. For example, they have reduced the number of
people of color who are arrested and jailed. According to the NAACP, the
arrest rate for black Americans has declined by 18% since 2008.



Additionally, the jail population for black Americans has declined by 23%
since 2008.

Progressive prosecutors have also helped to reform the bail system.
Traditionally, bail has been set at a high amount, making it difficult for
people who are accused of crimes to get out of jail. This has led to a
situation where people who are accused of crimes but who are not a flight
risk or a danger to society are held in jail simply because they cannot afford
to pay bail.

Progressive prosecutors have worked to reform the bail system by setting
bail at a lower amount or by eliminating it altogether. This has helped to
reduce the number of people who are held in jail before they are convicted
of a crime.

The Challenges of Progressive Prosecution

Progressive prosecutors also face a number of challenges. They are often
opposed by law enforcement and politicians who believe that they are too
lenient on crime. Additionally, they are often underfunded and lack the
resources to implement their reforms.

Law enforcement officials often oppose progressive prosecutors because
they believe that they are too lenient on crime. They argue that progressive
prosecutors are willing to let criminals go free, even when they have
committed serious crimes. This, they believe, leads to an increase in crime.

Politicians also often oppose progressive prosecutors. They argue that
progressive prosecutors are out of touch with the needs of their



communities. They believe that progressive prosecutors are more
interested in social justice than in protecting public safety.

Progressive prosecutors are also often underfunded. They lack the
resources to implement their reforms, such as hiring more staff, providing
training for prosecutors, and investing in crime prevention programs.

The Future of Progressive Prosecution

Despite these challenges, the progressive prosecutor movement is
growing. Progressive prosecutors are elected in cities and counties across
the country. They are working to make the criminal justice system more fair
and just for all, especially for people of color.

The future of progressive prosecution is bright. Progressive prosecutors are
making a difference in the criminal justice system. They are working to
create a more just society for all.
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