
What Women Do And Don't Say And Do In
Shakespeare Mediterranean Comedies
William Shakespeare's Mediterranean comedies, set against the sun-
drenched landscapes of Italy and Greece, offer a captivating glimpse into
the lives and hearts of women. These witty and charming plays explore the
complexities of female characters, revealing their hidden desires, unspoken
words, and the power they wield in a male-dominated society.

Consent in Shakespeare: What Women Do and Don’t
Say and Do in Shakespeare’s Mediterranean Comedies
and Origin Stories (Studies in Performance and Early
Modern Drama) by Artemis Preeshl

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 878 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 152 pages

Much Ado About Nothing: Beatrice's Wit and Independence

Beatrice, the sharp-tongued heroine of Much Ado About Nothing, is a force
to be reckoned with. Her intelligence and wit match those of her male
counterparts, and she refuses to be silenced or diminished. Beatrice's
refusal to conform to societal expectations of marriage and subservience
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highlights her independent spirit and challenges the traditional roles
assigned to women.

Twelfth Night: Viola's Disguise and Desire

Viola, the cross-dressing heroine of Twelfth Night, disguises herself as a
man named Cesario to navigate the treacherous waters of love and
deception. Through her disguise, Viola gains a unique perspective on
gender roles and the expectations placed upon women. Her desire for the
Duke Orsino, despite his initial rejection, demonstrates her agency and
determination to pursue her own happiness.
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Viola's disguise allows her to explore gender roles and pursue her own desires.

As You Like It: Rosalind's Disguise and Empowerment

Rosalind, the banished princess in As You Like It, also disguises herself as
a man named Ganymede to escape danger in the forest of Arden. While in
disguise, Rosalind experiences a newfound freedom and empowerment.
She can speak her mind without fear of judgment and challenge the
traditional roles assigned to women in society.
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Measure for Measure: Isabella's Virtue and Resilience

Isabella, the virtuous novice in Measure for Measure, faces an impossible
choice: sacrifice her chastity to save her brother's life or remain true to her
beliefs. Isabella's unwavering virtue and resilience in the face of adversity
highlight the strength and moral fortitude of women. Her defiance against
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the corrupt authority figures in the play demonstrates the power of women
to resist oppression.

Isabella's virtue and resilience face a difficult test in the play.

All's Well That Ends Well: Helena's Persistence and Love

Helena, the orphaned countess in All's Well That Ends Well, pursues the
love of the noble Bertram despite his initial rejection. Helena's persistence
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and determination show her strength of character and her belief in her own
worth. Her unconventional approach to love challenges the traditional
courtship rituals of her time and ultimately leads to a happy ending.

The Merchant of Venice: Portia's Disguise and Intelligence

Portia, the wealthy and intelligent heroine of The Merchant of Venice,
disguises herself as a lawyer named Balthazar to save her lover, Bassanio.
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Portia's disguise allows her to demonstrate her legal knowledge and
wisdom, challenging the prevailing notion that women are intellectually
inferior to men. Her ability to outwit the cunning Shylock highlights the
power of women to use their intellect and cunning to overcome obstacles.

Portia's disguise allows her to demonstrate her intelligence and legal knowledge.
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The women in Shakespeare's Mediterranean comedies are complex,
multifaceted, and unforgettable. They break societal norms, challenge
gender roles, and demonstrate their strength, intelligence, and resilience.
Through their wit, disguises, and unwavering determination, these women
defy expectations and assert their agency in a world that often seeks to
silence them.

Shakespeare's Mediterranean comedies offer a timeless exploration of the
hidden desires, unspoken words, and power of women. By examining the
lives and experiences of these extraordinary characters, we gain a deeper
appreciation for the complexities of female nature and the enduring impact
of women on history and society.
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The Sky Is Awake: Astronomy for Beginners
Embark on an enchanting journey through the cosmos with 'The Sky Is
Awake: Astronomy for Beginners.' This captivating book is designed to
ignite...

Unveiling the Essence of Photography: Context
and Narrative in the Art of Image-Making
Photography, the art of capturing moments in time through the lens of a
camera, extends beyond mere technical proficiency. It is an intricate
interplay of context...
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